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On September 11th, Santa Clara Pueblo Community Library offered a presentation by the Pajarito Environmental Education Cen-

ter, PEEC, youth group.  The PEEC developed a system called PumaGuard which is composed of a Wi-Fi camera, an AI machine 

learning sight and sound recognition of mountain lions, which once triggered it will activate sounds and/lights, within 4 seconds, 

to scare away cougars and hopefully deter their return and encourage them to move elsewhere.  

The goal of the PEER is to explore how cameras, sound and smart technology can help protect both wildlife and communities. The 

reduction of “problem” predators can cause an imbalance in nature which could lead to over-population of prey wildlife eventual-

ly resulting in deer and other animals having their numbers reduced, as well.  The hope in working on this project is that people 

and mountain lions can live together without harm to one another and aid in keeping the balance of nature. 
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Photo taken September 4th.  The old Compound has been leveled.  The programs of Emergency Management, Sanitation, 

Utilities and Roads have been temporarily moved to the North Office Complex, previously the Henry Valencia Building 

in Espanola. The future plans for the site include the construction a new Compound, also in the future, the current  

Police Department Building will be removed and is planned as the site of a new Tribal Administration Building.   

The Senior Center hosted the FBI in a presentation on Elder Fraud and Abuse on August 31st.  The 

National Center on Elder Abuse states 10% of adults 65 or older will experience some form of elder 

abuse in a year.  Only 1 in 24 cases are reported and 60% of elder fraud is perpetuated by a known and 

trusted individual.  A common form of fraud are mass marketing scams, they develop a sense of urgen-

cy. The scammers gain people’s trust, instill a sense of fear and then isolate the victim from help or 

keep them on the line so they cannot call a trusted person. It is always important to ask for verifica-

tion from those seeking your information. Never give out personal information, financial and/or 

password information. If you have been scammed, report it.  If you are being abused report it.  Our 

Social Service, Senior Center, Law Enforcement and Adult Care departments can be of help in re-

porting a crime to the correct agency. Elder abuse signs to watch for are physical, such as unexplained 

injuries, dehydration, malnutrition and changes in hygiene, behavioral such as fear, anxiety, anger, agi-

tation, withdrawal and depression, financial which might include adding a caregiver on bank account, 

frequent expensive gifts or payments and altered wills or trusts, caregiver, may isolate adult under 

their care, show anger or indifference toward the adult und their care or the caregiver may have vio-

lence or substance abuse violations. 

Reminder: If you are being abused, report it.  If you have been scammed, report it.  If 

something sounds too good to be true, it usually is. 
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Thank you to the Veterans who participated in the NM Department of Veterans Mo-

bile Unit Event at the SCP Housing Authority Building on September 8th.  Thank you to 

the NM Dept. of Veterans Service Mobile Unit staff and the following departments:  

Housing, Senior Center and Social Service for participating in support for our Veterans.  

Besides the mobile unit, four resource tables were setup in the Housing Authority con-

ference room, the Northern New Mexico Honor Flight, the Veterans Integration Center, 

Social Services Department, the NM DVS State Services and the NM Dept of Veterans 

Services Tribal Liaison. The event was attended by both SCP Veterans and local Veterans. 

 Please attend a Veterans meeting, September 23rd at 6:00 pm in the SCP Li-

brary.  Your input and ideas are needed to plan a Veterans Day Commemoration, (we do 

not need to celebrate it on Veterans Day but we need to confirm what you may want or-

dered or arranged). I have received the following suggestions so far, order items with the 

new Veterans logo, arrange a dinner at the Santa Claran, arrange a pow wow, organize a 

day trip to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. What are your ideas? We do not have 

enough money  for all proposed activities so I need to get your priority for commemo-

rating Veterans Day. Time is very limited to confirm speakers and necessary spaces. 
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