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August 21,  2026 

 

Newsletter Readers 

The newsletter is available to read through email, if you have provided your email address 
to me and on the Tribal Website at santaclarapueblo.org, on the home page, midway down.  
For those who still receive the printed version of the newsletter, please let me know if you 
can read it on line through one of the options mentioned above.  The newsletter is expen-
sive to print and distribute. If you are able to read the newsletter on-line, please contact Vir-
ginia Halfmoon at vhalfmoon@santaclarapueblo.org or on my office phone at 505-692-6312 
and provide your name and home address so delivery of the newsletter will be stopped. You 
will still receive hard copies of memos from Governor’s Office.   

If newsletters are found unclaimed in your mail tube or on the ground at your home, your 

address will be removed from future deliveries of the newsletter.  Again, this is a cost-
saving effort.  Thank you for your assistance. 
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Santa Clara Catholic Church 

Our Pueblo Community thanks Father Dennis for offering church services for us how-

ever he can no longer due so, he is now associate pastor at Holy Family Church.  Until a 

replacement priest is found, no church services have been scheduled. You will be notified 

once future mass is scheduled.  Thank you for your understanding. 
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 September 11, 2026, by 12:00 p.m. 
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Santa Clara Pueblo Police Chief Mitchell Maestas, met 

with Director Kash Patel among other Tribal Law  Enforce-

ment Leaders from New Mexico at the  2026 National 

Law Enforcement Partner Conference  in  Albuquerque.  

The meeting was to discuss Public Safety issues and con-

cerns  in New Mexico, specifically in Indian Country. 
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On July 30th, the Adult Care 

and Senior Center staff com-

bined efforts for the       

Summer Bash 2026.  It was 

a 50’s theme with decora-

tions and music, played by 

DJ G Precious. And of course 

lunch was provided. 

Many of the Seniors  partici-

pated in doing the Limbo. I 

missed  seeing people trying 

to keep the hula hoop going, 

too.  

Santa Clara Tribal Administration 

staff and Kha’p’o Community School 

Staff participated in Pueblo Clean-up 

on August 7th. It was a very hot 

morning but it was nice to work 

alongside each other.  YCC had done 

a great job cleaning the roadsides. 

 

The staff gathered to share a 

breakfast meal, prepared by 

SCDC, after the clean-up in the 

gym and all joined-in singing   

Happy Birthday to Charles 

Suazo, “Chips”. 
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Shirley Suazo’s retirement 

celebration was held at the 

Senior Center on July 31st. 

We all wish her a happy, 

healthy and fun retirement.  

Shirley served the Santa Clara Pueblo Community 

through her work in various positions.  She started 

as a Teacher’s  Aide with  the Headstart Program 

in 2003.  And in 2013, Shirley begin work at  the   

Senior Center  assisting as a Family Care Giver/

Homemaker till her retirement.  Shirley worked a 

total of 23 years for the Pueblo. 

Thank you Shirley!! 
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On July 29th , Global Santa Fe, brought a delegation of officials from the Parliament of the 

Solomon Islands to Santa Clara Pueblo.  The delegation is visiting the US to learn about the 

various forms of government; the federal and the state of New Mexico and the government 

of the Pueblo. 

The Solomon Islands are an independent, sovereign nation located in the Pacific Ocean north-

east of Australia.  They country gained their independence from Great Britian in 1978.  Cur-

rently, their government operates as a constitutional monarchy with a parliamentary democ-

racy; retaining the British monarch as head of state represented locally.  The Solomon Islands 

are famous for the intense World War II history, specifically the Battle of Guadalcanal fought 

for 6 months in 1942-1943, which halted Japanese expansion toward Australia. 

Our guests were welcomed by Lt. Governor Jesse Gutierrez and representatives from various 

departments that mirrored the Solomon Islands representative’s program areas.  Former 

Governor J. Michael Chavarria, speaking as the Director of Rights Protection, presented a 

briefing of the various laws and policies that affected the sovereign standing of tribal nations 

through history.  The Solomon Island representatives stated that they were especially im-

pressed to hear about the values placed on heritage connections, traditional language im-

portance and the continued teaching to the youth of values that have sustained the Pueblo 

since the beginning of time. 

After the presentations, the Solomon Island representatives were taken to Puye  where they 

were provided a brief history of Puye and the connections to our ancestral home. 
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The Youth Conservation Crew leaders informed our guests about the work 

they have been doing at Puye, from the materials they use to the challenges 

they face being on top of a mesa.  The group visited the room block currently 

having mud plaster applied both to the interior and the exterior walls.  Our 

guest went into the roofed structure to feel the coolness provided by the use 

of surrounding natural materials in it’s construction and now, in preservation. 

Even though our guests live at sea level, 4 of the 6 representatives walked 

down from the top of Puye.  They all were impressed by their visit. 

The representatives 

were impressed by the 

importance and con-

nection to our history 

and the significance of 

homes built by our 

ancestors. One mem-

ber stated, after this 

visit, he is now very 

interested to visit more 

museums in his coun-

try and to learn more 

about the objects from 

his own heritage. 



12  

'For more information about these flyers, visit https://
www.santaclarapueblo.org/programs/community-services/vital-statistics/'  

https://www.santaclarapueblo.org/programs/community-services/vital-statistics/'
https://www.santaclarapueblo.org/programs/community-services/vital-statistics/'
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The Mobile unit will be in Santa Clara Pueblo on September 8th..  

It will be set up next to the Library, across from the new Governor’s 

building.  Doors will open at 9:00 am until 3:30 pm 

Please remember if you are a spouse of deceased Veterans, you can apply for Dependency and    

Indemnity Compensation which is a monthly tax-free benefit provided to eligible surviving spouse, 

dependent child(children),  and/or parent(s) of a deceased Service member or Veteran, also par-

ents, if they were financially dependent on a service member or veteran who died from a service-

related cause. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to meet with a Veteran Service Officer in person and get help with your 

benefits or to check on the status of a previously submitted claim. 

 

If you have any questions, call Virginia Halfmoon at 505-692-6312 or 505-929-7061. 
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Honorflightnm@yahoo.com 



22  

 

This is advice 

from the CDC to 

protect yourself 

and your loved 

ones in the ex-

tremely high 

temperatures 

we are having. 

Please remem-

ber to check on 

a friend or 

neighbor to 

make sure all 

are ok, especial-

ly check on el-

ders.  

 Also, remember 

to pace yourself 

when working 

on outdoors 

activities. 

Stay cool, in the 

shade. 
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