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On March 17-18, Governor Naranjo traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C. to  testify before the House Committee 
on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Interior, Envi-
ronment and related Agencies to advocate for several 
of Santa Clara Pueblo’s priorities.  

While meeting with Senator Heinrich, not pictured, 
Governor Naranjo provided an overview of the Pueb-
lo’s criminal justice concerns, priorities and challeng-
es. 

Governor also shared information about the Pueblo’s 
water rights negotiations, SC Health Clinic and the 
importance of protecting Chaco Canyon from oil drill-
ing. 

Senator Lujan and Governor Naranjo discussed the 

Pueblo’s law enforcement challenges including police 

officer retention due to salary levels, the fentanyl epi-

demic and associated violent crimes.  Governor also 

asked for Senator Lujan’s assistance with ongoing water 

rights negotiations and included the lack of data sharing 

for upstream users as a difficulty. Senator Lujan asked 

for the lead state negotiator and others so he can deter-

mine how to get involved. 

Governor also met with Jaime Sigaran, Associate Director, 
Policy and Government Relations for American Rivers, a 
nonprofit organization. Mr. Sigaran could flag legislation 
that may be of interest to the Pueblo and asked to be 
alerted of specific projects that need funding and he could 
help locate possible funding sources. They also discussed 
the Rio Grande which is on the endangered  rivers report; 
the need for chromium remediation related to Los Alamos 
and suggested reaching out to the EPA regarding remedia-
tion and other measure would be the National Defense 
Authorization Act bill. 

Governor Naranjo received legal support from Olga       

Symeonoglou from Hobbs, Straus, Dean & Walker, LLC. 
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U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Tribal Justice Director 
Christopher Chaney met with Governor where Governor Na-
ranjo described ongoing challenges stemming from officer re-
tention due to higher wages elsewhere, drug trafficking con-
cerns and the drug and fentanyl epidemic and rising violent 
crime.  Governor also mentioned frustration over the lack of 
sufficient funding to implement the important work of the Vio-
lence Against Women Act (VAWA). The extremely high cost of 
renting jail space elsewhere was another issue mentioned in 
addition the loss of time officers spend away from the Pueblo 
while driving distances to take people to other facilities.  

Mr. Chaney suggested working with the Tribal Liaison for the 
NM US Attorney’s office on multiple of the issues mentioned 
and engage with them as possible. He also suggested sources to 
provide technical assistance and grant possibilities.  The idea of 
cross-deputization within the local area was discussed, however 
various  concerns were raised, namely the request by other ju-
risdiction for SC police to take on extra work without providing 
anything in return.  Also, the possibility of working with the 
White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, (ONDCP)
which can designate high-intensity drug trafficking areas.  

Lastly, Ms. Allery, Director of Office of Tribal Justice informed Governor of an upcoming meeting scheduled with 
ONDCP and invited the Pueblo’s comments in ongoing DOJ consultation on legislative proposals. 

 

Governor also met with U.S. Dept. of the Interior, BIA, Office of Justice Services, Director Charles Addington. 
Governor provided a review of many of the law enforcement issues previously mentioned; loss of trained offic-
ers to better paying jobs, the lack of funding to implement VAWA, challenges with cross commissions and the 
lack of detention facility at the Pueblo. Mr. Addington agreed with the suggestion that Tribes operate regional 
detention facilities and suggested that locating them close to metropolitan areas, (which would increase em-
ployees potential), would be a more feasible option, with Tribes putting together a board to manage the facility. 

Additionally, Governor Naranjo met with U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, Office of Native American Programs.  
During this meeting, Governor was able to de-
scribe the Pueblo’s housing needs and chal-
lenges and needs.  The Pueblo needs additional 
housing for it’s members and also to remodel 
the traditional homes. Although remodeling 
traditional homes require natural materials, 
the cost is still high.  Governor was compli-
mented on the Pueblos success with the com-
petitive housing grants. Several loan options 
were mentioned that the Pueblo could utilize. 

While each meeting was beneficial, they each 
provided a list of next steps and required ac-
tions to result in hopefully positive outcomes. 
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Mr. Marco Lucero, Chairman of 

the Knights of Columbus, Los Ala-

mos, contacted Governor         

Naranjo to offer two scholarships 

of $500.00 each to be awarded 

to two of the Pueblo’s students to 

benefit their continued educa-

tional pursuits. 

Ms. Amanda Singer and Ms. Helena Naranjo have been recommended as recipients of the Knights of Colum-

bus Scholarship, each to receive $500.00.  Governor stated, that “both Amanda and Helena exemplify the 

highest values of scholarship, leadership and service to the community. They have distinguished themselves 

not only through their academic pursuits but also their continued commitment to giving back to the people 

of Santa Clara Pueblo.” 

Ms. Amanda Singer is currently pursuing her Bachelor of Arts at the Institute of American Indian Arts.  In ad-

dition to her studies, Amanda actively contributes to the Santa Clara’s Department of Youth and Learning by 

supporting interns and teaching physical education and arts classes within the Out-of-School Time Program. 

Her work directly enriches the lives of our youth, fostering creativity, wellness and cultural connection while 

serving as a positive and consistent role model. 

Helena is a graduate of New Mexico State Uni-

versity and is  currently pursuing her Doctor of 

Veterinary Medicine at Colorado State Univer-

sity.  Alongside her rigorous academic path, 

Helena has remained dedicated to supporting 

and mentoring Pueblo youth.  Ms. Naranjo 

participated in the 2026 Department of Youth 

and Learning College Tour reflecting her desire 

to uplift future generations by sharing her ex-

periences and encouraging pathways into high 

education and professional fields. 

Together, Helena and Amanda embody the 

mission of the Knights of Columbus through 

their lived commitments. 

The Knights of Columbus is the world’s largest 

Catholic lay fraternal service organization dedicated 

to charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism. 
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The Adult Care Program and 

Senior Center Program staff  set 

up the Easter Egg Hunt on April 

2nd.  Due to recent rain, the 

Easter Egg Hunt was moved to 

inside the gym. 

Lt. Governor Jesse Gutierrez and 

Deputy Tribal Administrator, 

Gilbert Tafoya opened the gath-

ering while in the Senior Center. 
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Easter Eggs were set up for two 

groups to prevent anyone from fall-

ing over the eggs on the floor.  

Both groups were eager to hunt for 

the prize eggs. 

After the eggs were gathered,    

everyone went back to the Senior 

Center to collect their prize for the 

prize-winning eggs and to listen 

and dance to music played by        

DJ G Precious before eating lunch. 

Pictured below is Joe Gutierrez 

with the prize he won for picking 

up a prize egg.  Happy Easter! 
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On March 23, the Alzheimer’s Association representative,  Julie Rogers, provided a very informative presen-

tation on Alzheimers to 20 people in the Santa Clara Pueblo Senior Center. The attendees were from Santa 

Clara, Cochiti, and Ohkay Owingeh. One of the slides discussed was the “10 Warning Signs of Alzheimer’s”:   

1. Memory loss that disrupts daily life, 2.  Challenges in planning or solving problems, 3.Difficulty completing 

familiar tasks, 4. Confusion with time or place, 5. Trouble understanding visual images and spatial relation-

ships, 6. New problems with words in speaking or writing, 7. Misplacing things and losing the ability to re-

trace steps, 8. Decreased or poor judgement, 9. Withdrawal from work or social activities and 10. Changes in 

mood or personality.  Although Alzheimer’s is not curable, the earlier the disease is detected the earlier 

treatment can be started to moderate the progression of symptoms.  Alzheimer’s disease accounts for 60-

80% of dementia cases; it is not just a disease of old age, early-onset also affects people younger than 65, 

however, much less common. 

The slide above depicts 10 healthy habits for your brain, a basic awareness is our hearts and brains are close-

ly connected, “ what is good for our hearts is good for our brains”. Managing weight, diabetes, blood pres-

sure and exercise are very important in caring for your brains and minimizing the onset of Alzheimer’s. 

SCP Senior Center staff, Stephen Calvert 

attended a previous presentation provided 

by Ms. Rogers from the Alzheimer’s Associ-

ation. Stephen  worked for over a year  to 

get this information presented to the Com-

munity, which he opened to other Pueblos, 

as well.  Stephen also invited Cedric Chavez, 

President of the New Mexico Indian Council 

on Aging.  Mr. Chavez thanked Santa Clara 

for opening the session to Cochiti Pueblo 

and was pleased to see the number of peo-

ple in attendance. He hopes to coordinate 

with Stephen to  provide other beneficial 

programs on aging for the Community. 
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