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Governor’s Page 

Governor James Naranjo, District Manager Alicia Montoya 

and Monique Fragua, President of IPMI met with Albuquer-

que’s Mayor Keller on the flourishing District’s operations, 

partnerships and economic progress.  The meeting under-

scored the growing collaboration between the 19 Pueblos 

District and the City, as well as the District’s commitment 

to strengthening intergovernmental relationships. 

A key focus of the discussion was the significant headway 

made toward establishing a formal intergovernmental 

agreement (IGA) between the 19 Pueblos Governing Coun-

cil and City of Albuquerque regarding the Indian Pueblo 

Entrepreneurial Complex.   

The proposed IGA aims to enhance cooperation, clarify jurisdictional matters and create a framework for contin-

ued partnership on economic development, public safety, and business opportunities for Native and Non—Native 

entrepreneurs.  This IGA will be presented before the Governing Council at its March 27 meeting for considera-

tion. 

Governor Naranjo emphasized that the District’s work is centered on ensuring that all 19 Pueblos benefit from 

responsible governance and economic opportunity within Albuquerque city jurisdiction. “Our role is to ensure 

that development within the District reflects the values and priorities of the 19 Pueblos while fostering strong 

partnerships with the City and community stakeholders,” he said. 

In addition to advancing the IGA, District leadership continue to ensure that all businesses operating on District 

property remain in full compliance with District laws and policies. Oversight includes adherence to regulator 

standards, lease agreements and operational guidelines established under the authority of the 19 Pueblos Gov-

ernment. 

The District recently welcomed three new tenants that further strengthen its economic footprint: Tanoan Kava 

Tea, the Tesla Charging Station—now the largest charging station in the State of New Mexico and La Montanita 

Food Co-op Grocery Store.  These additions join a roster of successful enterprises operating on District property 

under the jurisdiction of the 19 Pueblos Government and the leadership of the Pueblo Governors. 

Through business-generated taxes and fees, these enterprises provide critical revenue streams that are distribut-

ed back to all 19 Pueblos. District officials note that this reinvestment model ensures that economic growth with-

in Albuquerque directly supports Pueblo communities across New Mexico. 

The District Government office is located on the top floor of the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, a landmark that 

serves as both a cultural hub and a symbol of Pueblo heritage and resilience.  From this central location, the 19 

Pueblos District works continuously to strengthen relationships among the District Government, Indian Pueblo 

Marking, Inc. (IPMI) and the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center.  Together, the three entities collaborate to promote 

economic vitality, cultural preservation and shared prosperity for the 19 Pueblos. 

As the March 27 Governing Council meeting approaches, the focus will remain on advancing partnerships that 

honor tribal sovereignty while building a thriving future within Albuquerque.  Please visit 19pueblosdistrict.org 
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The Reverend Jesse Jackson Sr. was cam-
paigning to become President in 1984 
when he stopped at Santa Clara Pueblo.  
Standing with then Governor Jose Miguel 
Tafoya he gave a short speech to staff and 
community members present. He advocat-
ed that whether Young, Urban, Reserva-
tion, or Poor, none of that mattered.  After 
his powerful presentations, Jackson asked 
attendees to affirm, “I am somebody.” 
Everyone has dignity and can contribute to 
the betterment of America.  Reverend 
Jackson was well-versed on federal-Indian 
policy, tribal treaties and the Supremacy 
Clause and the importance of economic 
development.  

Reverend Jackson was a cornerstone of 
the American Civil Rights Movement, his 
“Rainbow Coalition” philosophy champi-
oned solidarity among all marginalized 
groups including Native Americans, Latinos 
and the poor.  

Though not a central figure in Native Ameri-
can-led movements, Reverend Jackson fre-
quently used his platform to support Indige-
nous causes: 

• 1997: He supported the Colorado River 
Native Nations Alliance in its efforts to 
protect a sacred site from nuclear waste 
dumping. 

• 2000: He advocated for the release of ac-
tivist Leonard Peltier during the final 
months of the Clinton administration. 

• 2016: Jackson traveled to the Standing 
Rock Sioux Reservation during the 
#NoDAPL protests, stating the tribe’s 
cause was “precious” to him. 

Reverend Jesse Jackson passed away on Feb-
ruary 17, 2026.  He was 84. 

Please remember to register to vote in the 
upcoming 2026 Primary election at the SCP 
precinct location.  Your vote in the November 
mid-term means everything.  Early voting 
dates will be set by the Rio Arriba County 
Clerk’s office, TBA. 

Thank you to Rosemary Lonewolf for photos she took of Jackson in 1984.  

Excerpts of articles came from Native News Online. 
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Congratulations 

Conservation Officer Deon Calabaza  

Officer Calabaza started working for Santa Clara 
Pueblo Police Department in May 2025. He is from                 
Santo Domingo Pueblo. 

Since completing his three month training at FLETC,  
Deon is now a certified first responder and is also 
certified to carry a weapon as an officer.  

We thank you for your commitment to obtaining 
the training and serving the our Community,                 
Officer Calabaza. 

FLETC, the Federal Law Enforce 

Training Center is located in Ar-

tesia, NM. 

 

FLETC serves as the training 

center for police officers, border 

patrol, conservation officers, Se-

cret Service and dispatchers. 

Welcome Angel Trujillo 

Angel is Santa Clara Police Department’s most recent dispatch hire, 

starting with the PD on January 31, 2026.  In the near future, she will 

be attending the virtual Dispatch Academy offered by FLETC.  During 

the two-week academy training she gain all the knowledge needed to 

serve as a successful police dispatcher. 

Ms. Trujillo is from Truchas, NM, and has two daughters and a grand-

daughter.  Her interests include camping, fishing, horse back riding, 

watching movies and dancing. 
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     The logo development  for Santa Clara Pueblo Veterans is completed.  Thank you to       
artist,  Randy Silva for his beautiful artwork and his commitment  honoring                               

the men and woment of the Pueblo who served in the military. 

Hello Veterans, 

On February 12th, our first Veterans meeting of 2026 was held.  Governor and 
Lt. Governor attended the meeting.  We focused on the possibility of a Veter-
ans Memorial and some potential locations were discussed.  A survey re-
questing your input with specific ideas or locations will be sent out in future 
newsletters.  Please, please take time to respond.  That will help us in deter-
mining how much funding will be needed and the sources of funds that we 
can approach. 

In addition to his work on the logo, Randy Silva continues to work to finalize 
the painting that  will serve as the primary image for the Veterans Memorial. I 
need your help to determine which day of the week and time of day  will 
work to hold Veterans meetings.  I hope you will attend or are virtual meet-
ings better for you?  Please let me know by mailing me at 
vhalfmoon@santaclarapueblo.org or by calling my office at 505-692-6312.   

In addition, I have the following information to share.  Contact me if you 
would like copies of any of the information below. 

 NM Dept of Veterans Services Assistance—their location, assistance they 
provide. What to expect. And the Mobile Outreach Vehicle. 

 Native American Training Institute & Veterans Symposium –May 1st at         
Isleta Casino. Go to nati-nm.org for more information. Reservations must 
be made before April 1st. 
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No mass 

offered   

until Easter    

Sunday. 
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