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“P’opii Khanu has since time immemorial been one of the most cherished and revered sacred
areas for our Kha'p'on Towa within our Tewa Bugeh. So, without a doubt, when the opportunity
came to regain back this sacred area and surrounding lands, our Pueblo supported the initiative
to restore our traditional lands and resources. It was not easy task, but the challenge was a fight
with all that were involved to follow steps A to Z to succeed in this restoration because the land
and resources were always traditionally ours from what we were told by our Forefathers. Today

we are blessed to call this land and its surrounding resources: “Nambi Popii Khanu.” — Former
Governor Walter Dasheno, 2025.
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In life, things can seem impossible. From the 1930°s to the 1990°s, the older men who
hunted in the canyon past 4" pond would run into a fence and gates with signs that read “BACA
LOCATION #1, NO TRESPASSING!” It didn’t make sense that the rest of our canyon and the
springs that created our creek were on the other side of that fence. We would look angrily or
sadly at the beautiful mountain forest and flowing creek on the other side and think: “How can
we ever get those lands back?” We had every reason to be discouraged.

Since time immemorial, our Kha’p’on T’owa have cared for, used and protected our
ancestral homeland in the Jemez Mountains, Pajarito Plateau, and Rio Grande Valley —
especially the Santa Clara Canyon. This is our church, our grocery store, our pharmacy because
it provided the plants, animals, water, trees and other resources we needed to live.

Then, on December 11, 1860, the U.S. Congress took the most important part of our
canyon — the headwaters of the Santa Clara Creek and the lands that surrounded them — and put it
in a private ranch. For 137 years, four generations of our people tried various ways to get the
land back, unsuccessfully. But our ancestors instilled in our minds that these would always be
our lands and we should never give up until our beautiful headwaters and other sacred land had
been returned to us.

In the early 1990°s, former-Governor Walter Dasheno organized a Land Claims
Committee made up former Governor Denny Gutierrez, former Governor Calvin Tafoya, former
Governor Frankie V. Gutierrez, former Governor Jose M. Tafoya, Fidel Naranjo, Eugene
Naranjo and himself. He also created Land Claims / Rights Protection Program led by Alvin
Warren and Gilbert Gutierrez.

On September 24, 1997, the committee and staff learned that the owners of the Baca
Ranch (the Dunigan Family) were willing to sell it but only to the federal government.
Nevertheless, we believed this was our opportunity. We wrote letters to the President of the
United States Bill Clinton, as well as the Forest Service, the Dunigans, and our members of
Congress. We told them about how our headwaters had been taken from us and they now had the
chance to do the right thing and return it to us.

At first, the Pueblo’s letters and requests were ignored. Then we came up with a plan:
what if we offered to buy the land back? The only problem was that the Pueblo had very little
money back then. Dave Warrren, Alvin’s father, knew a foundation called the Lannan
Foundation that had just moved to Santa Fe. Santa Clara officials and staff met with the
foundation’s President Patrick Lannan, Executive Director of Programs Janet Voorhees (who
now goes by the name Jaune Evans) and Curtis Berkey, an attorney they hired to research our
land claims. We were shocked when the Lannan Foundation told us they’d give us the money to
buy the land.

Over the next two and a half years, we overcame many obstacles and also learned that
many people were willing to support us. We convinced the White House, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA), the U.S. Forest Service and the U.S. Congress to support our offer to buy
back our headwaters at the same time the United States bought the rest of the Baca Ranch. The
Dunigans went along reluctantly. Even though the deal fell apart twice, we didn’t give up. We
kept going to Washington, DC to meet with people, working with our attorneys and lobbyists,
and taking people up into the canyon to convince them to help us. Our support grew to include
the governor of New Mexico, county commissions, local cattle owners, and thirteen
conservationists, sportsmen’s, and wildlife groups.
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Twenty-five years ago, on July 25, 2000, Santa Clara Pueblo achieved what we had once
only dreamed of: a small group of us walked up to that fence, pulled off the “NO
TRESSPASSING” signs, and pushed open that gate so that all future generations of Kha’p’on
T’owa would be able to use, care for, enjoy and protect its sacred resources. On September 3,
2000, the Santa Clara Tribal Council issued a proclamation thanking more than 63 people who
played a key role in the return of P opii Khanu. The Council also declared that, in recognition of
its historic importance, July 25 would be designated “P ‘opii Khanu Land Recovery Day” and be
arecognized as a Santa Clara Pueblo Tribal Holiday into the future.

The Proclamation also said: “It is our hope that this event marks the beginning of a new
era of cooperation between the Pueblo of Santa Clara, the federal, state, and local governments,
private entities and organizations, and our neighbors which will lead to the increased protection
and recovery of our Ancestral Homeland.” In fact, Santa Clara has continued to regain more of
our lands, including Bureau of Land Management land and other lands in the Garcia Canyon and
the Water Serpent Ranch. This 1s #Landback before that term came to be used. We should be
very proud of our Pueblo for never giving up and for fighting so hard to regain and protect our
ancestral homeland. With prayer, hard work and the support of other people, anything is
possible.




Accounting/Procurement Department

Happy July from the Accounting/Procurement Department!!

The Accounting/Procurement Department continues to provide accounting/procurement services to all
Santa Clara Pueblo departments who receive Federal and State, local, funding as well as the Pueblo’s
General Fund.

The department is responsible for the financial management in accurately identifying revenue received
from these entities and accurately identifying costs incurred by these Federal and State funded programs.
The Pueblo 1s a Self-Governance tribe and all programs are administered and accounted for at the Tribal
level.

The department 1s audited annually on all federal and state funds recetved. The Tribal Council requires
an annual audit of the general fund as well. All audits are performed by an independent CPA firm and
the Pueblo’s financial statements are prepared by the Department with the assistance of financial
consultants. The 2023 audit 1s was completed in September of 2024 with no findings. The 2024 audit 1s
currently being conducted with a deadline to complete and submit by September 30, 2025. All prior year
audits have been completed on time with no findings.

SANTA CLARA PUEBLO ACCOUNTING/PROCUREMENT TEAM:

ACCOUNTING

Kathy Naranjo. Accounting Director, knaranjo@santaclarapueblo.org

Hi, I am Kathy Naranjo, Accounting Director for the Pueblo. I have been in my current position for 20
years which has been a gratifying and challenging experience. I have been employed with SCP since
1979 in various Accounting positions.

I oversee the Accounting/Procurement Department to ensure we are in compliance with all Federal,
State, and Private funding, which includes the Pueblo’s General Fund. Provide and cross-train staff in
various aspects of accounting. Staff are encourage to continue their education to further develop their
skills and knowledge in the Accounting field. Along with our day to day activities, the team is currently
working on updating Accounting/Procurement Policies and creating a Accounting/Procurement
Handbook of our day to day processes, which will be a great tool for staft or new hires within the
department.

The Tribal Treasurer is a key clected official who also has oversight of all financial activity of the
Pueblo. I work closely with the Treasurer on a daily basis. We are responsible on making presentations
to Tribal Council as needed.




Marion Salvador, Federal, State and Private Compliance Officer, msalvador@santaclarapueblo.org

Greetings, I am Marion Salvador, and I am the FSP (Federal, State, Private) Compliance officer
for the Pueblo’s Accounting Department. Working for the Santa Clara Pueblo organization for
7 years has truly been a learning, as well as a rewarding experience. Some of my duties include
working with departments in making sure that they are compliant with their grants and
completing their scope of work. I do meet with the departments quarterly where we discuss any
issues they may have with the grantees, their projects or our accounting office. The Pueblo also
has many tribal Infrastructure and capital outlay projects with the State of New Mexico, and I
ensure the reimbursements to the state are completed. I also assist the staff accountants and the
Director, when necessary, with various tasks. I also oversee the Account Payable position, and
we ensure that the Pueblo’s accounts are kept current and invoices are processed. This also
comes with maintaining the vendor files in preparation for our annual audits. Along with work,
I am attending the Northern New Mexico College where I am working on my bachelor’s in
business administration with a minor in accounting, in hopes of completing within a year. I am
blessed to be working for the Pueblo, I wish you all a great rest of the summer.

Josue Vizcarra-Castenada, Staff Accountant II, jvizcarra@santaclarapueblo.org

“In my role as a staff accountant, I am responsible for capturing information regarding the
grants received by the Pueblo from various government levels and private contributors for
projects that benefit the community. I oversee the collection and spending of funds, as well as
all the financial aspects in between.

I enjoy organizing and compiling numbers to provide reliable information. My day-to-day
activities involve recording, reviewing, and reporting relevant information for the various
project budgets the Pueblo manages. I strive to contribute positively to the Pueblo's goals, such
as self-governance, community welfare, cultural preservation, economic development, and
community engagement, all of which are supported by the funds secured by the administrative
departments, with accounting also playing a vital role.

Outside of work, I am passionate about exploring new places, which helps me maintain a
balanced life.”

Rebecca Naranjo, Staff Accountant II, rinaranjo@santaclarapueblo.org

I have been working with the Tribe for 11 years. I handle numerous Grants, Environment
Programs, Head Start, Social Services Title IV, Senior Citizens Title VI, State Grants for
Seniors & Adult Day Care Programs, Library, Dept. of Youth & Learning programs, the CHR
Programs and Self Governance Programs. Each department entails reviewing Purchase
Requisitions; proper account coding of expenditures, program budgets making sure adequate
funding exist. I provide assistance to Directors on managing their budgets and any other
assistance to comply with grant requirements. Monthly reconciliations of assets, liability, fund
balance, revenue and expenditure account’s for each fund. Adjusting journal entries and
reconcile account balances. Process request for reimbursements for 5 State Grants on monthly
& quarterly basis. Work with funding agencies on on-site reviews, correct any audit findings
and other related issues. I handle cash receipts on a weekly basis. Each day is very busy with
new and challenging work-related issues, however, I am happy to provide my professional
knowledge and services to the Tribe.




Desiree Herrera, Accounts Payable Clerk, drherrera@santaclarapueblo.org

Hello everyone!

My name is Desiree Herrera, and I am the Accounts Payable Clerk in the accounting
department. I started with the tribe about a year and a half ago as the Accounting/Procurement
Clerk. Within that role I catalogued incoming documents, helped with inventory of ordered
items, and processed POs and payments. About 3 months ago I stepped into the new role of
Accounts Payable Clerk where I process checks, work on monthly billings with various vendors,
and create a record of payments for departments and vendors to refer to.

I was born, raised, and continue to live within the community which I call home. I hope to help
in any way I can and continue to learn. Feel free to pop in and say hi anytime.

PROCUREMENT
Delores Allison, Procurement Manager, dallison@santaclarapueblo.org

Hello, my name is Delores Allison. My current position with Santa Clara Pueblo Administration
is Procurement Manager. I have worked with Santa Clara Pueblo for 19 years, beginning in the
Procurement Clerk Position. I work under the supervision of the Accounting Director, Kathy
Naranjo. My duties are to oversee the Procurement office which provides goods and services
for Santa Clara Pueblo, ensuring that all procurement activities are carried out in accordance
with Santa Clara Pueblo policies and procedures. I work with vendors to meet the standards of
quality, cost-effectiveness, shipping and receiving. 1 assist departments with the current
purchasing questions they may have, process travel requisitions for SCP employees, reconcile
credit cards, complete professional service contracts, and assist departments with new
accounting software to process requests. I work closely with the Accounting staff to ensure the
encumbrances are correct and entered into the accounting software we use.

I supervise Mr. Lucas Willow who holds the position of “Property Specialist”. We currently
have two open positions an Accounting/Procurement Clerk and Contract Manager.

Lucas J. Willow, Property Specialist, ljwillow(@santaclarapueblo.org

My name is Lucas J. Willow from Santa Clara Pueblo. I am the Property Specialist for Santa
Clara Pueblo. I started my employment with the Procurement Office in October of 2023. I
handle all vehicle and property Insurances, inventory and other various projects along with
assisting our Accounting Department. [ also serve on the Santa Clara Pueblo Gaming
Commision. I enjoy my job and serving my community, along with expanding my knowledge
in both procurement and accounting.

If you are interested in a career in the Accounting or Procurement field please call us or
email for more information on positions. We love to to hear from you. Training opportunities
are provided.

Please contact Kathy Naranjo, Accounting Director or Delores Allison, Procurement Manager at
(505) 692-6255 if you have any questions about our department.




VIBRATION
CONNECTION

WHEN: WEDNESDAY JULY 2 & 30, 2025
WHO: FOR EVERYONE

TIME: 5:30PM -6:30PM
WHERE: 346 EAGLE DRIVE
OHKAY OWINGEH, NM 87566

PROVIDED BY: HEALING HEARTS PROGRAM

Join us in an ongoing Monthly Wellness Gathering to connectin

a good way with Stories, Sound, and Music.

For more information, please contact Raymond Povijua at 505-901-2686,
rpovijua@enipc.org and/or the Healing Hearts Program at 505-852-1377,
email: hhoutreach(@enipc.org
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