
CHAPTER 3 - TRIBAL COUNCIL 

[Reserved] 

 

CHAPTER 4 - EXECUTIVE BRANCH 

[Reserved] 

 

CHAPTER 5 - ELECTIONS 

 

Sec. 5.1 General Provisions 

 

 A. The positions of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary, Treasurer, 

Interpreter, and Sheriff of the Pueblo shall be filled each year, at an election to be held on 

January 2 of each year, in the manner set forth in this Chapter.  The persons elected to each 

position shall take office on January 3 of each year. 

 

 B.  Every member of the Pueblo of Santa Clara who is of sane mind and 18 years of 

age or older may vote at any tribal election.  Any member who is absent from the Pueblo on the 

date of any election shall have the right to vote by mail, in the manner set forth in this Chapter.  

Eligible voters must cast their votes themselves, in the manner set forth in this Chapter; no proxy 

voting is allowed. 

 

 C. The Pueblo’s Office of Vital Statistics and Enrollment (“OVSE”) shall each year, 

in time for election preparations, prepare the Official Eligible Voter List, containing the name, 

age and sex of each Pueblo member of 18 years of age or older, numbering each name 

sequentially, using a font of sufficient size to be easily readable by the elderly, which shall be 

delivered to the chairperson of the Election Committee. 

 
Adopted by Res. No. 2015-78, Dec. 4, 2015; amended by Res. No. 2015-81, Dec. 18, 20-15. 
 

Sec 5.2  Nominations of Candidates; Ballots; Campaigning 

 

 A. Candidates for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary, Treasurer, Interpreter, 

and Sheriff shall be nominated by each of the four recognized parties, and the nominations shall 

be presented to the Tribal Council by each party’s representatives by no later than a date to be set 

by the Tribal Council, which shall be no less than fifteen (15) days before the date of the 

election.  The Governor’s Office shall prepare a draft ballot with the names of the nominees, that 

must be approved by the Tribal Council before being sent to the printer.   

 

 B. The Governor’s Office shall post a copy of the ballot at the Tribal Office, and 

shall notify Pueblo members that the ballot is available for viewing. 

 

 C. All candidates shall be members of the Pueblo, at least 25 years of age but no 

more than 65 years of age, and each must have a residence on Pueblo land.  

 

 

 



 D. No candidate for any tribal office shall campaign for office in any fashion, 

whether by advertisement, e-mail, social media, in-person contact or any other means. 

 
Adopted by Res. No. 2015-78, Dec. 4, 2015. 
 

Sec. 5.3 Election Committee 

 

 A. An 8-person Election Committee, consisting of two election judges named by 

each of the four recognized parties, shall be named prior to each regular or special election, and 

will be responsible for the conduct of the election.  Each party’s representatives on the Tribal 

Council shall deliver the names of that party’s election judges to the Tribal Council by no less 

than forty-five (45) days prior to the date of the election for which these judges shall serve. The 

Tribal Council shall set salaries for the election judges at the time the names are received. The 

election judges shall also be provided lunch and dinner on election day. 

 

 B. Members of the Election Committee must be members of the Pueblo, at least 18 

years of age, and committed to ensuring a fair and timely election.  No member of the Election 

Committee may be a tribal official or member of the Tribal Council, or a candidate for any 

office.  

 

 C. At its first meeting following its appointment, the Election Committee shall 

choose a chairperson, who shall preside at meetings of the Committee, assign tasks to members 

of the Committee, and generally be responsible for overseeing the Committee’s affairs, and a 

secretary, who shall keep written records of Committee actions and decisions. 

 

 D. The chairperson shall arrange training sessions for Election Committee members, 

to assure that they are fully familiar with the provisions of this Code and election procedures 

prior to election day, and that all understand their duties. 

 

 E. In the event a member of the Election Committee fails to attend meetings of the 

Committee or fails to carry out assigned tasks, the chairperson of the Committee shall notify the 

Governor’s office of such matters, and the Tribal Council may remove that member from the 

Committee, and upon such removal the Governor shall notify the party of the removed member 

to appoint a replacement election judge within ten days. 

 

 F. The Election Committee shall be responsible for overseeing the conduct of the 

election on election day as set forth in this Code, including the following: 

  1.  Setting up the polling place on election day so that there are tables for Election 

Committee members, ample spaces for voters to fill out their ballots in privacy, appropriate 

space for the ballot box or, if voting is to be by voting machine, space for the machine and for 

storage of processed ballots. 

   2.  Confirming that each prospective voter who appears at the polling place is 

listed on the Official Eligible Voter List and has not previously voted early or by absentee ballot, 

and that the voter then signs the list. 

  3.  Ensuring that ballots are deposited into the ballot box, or, in the case of 

machine voting, ensuring that ballots are inserted into and successfully read by the voting 

machine, and that processed ballots are securely preserved. 



  4.  Collecting absentee ballots from the U.S. Post Office. 

  5.  Ensuring that the ballot box is locked at all times until the ballots are counted. 

  6.  Assisting elderly or disabled voters or others who require assistance in voting, 

including delivering ballots to voters who are unable to travel to the polling place, but provided 

that in no instance shall an election judge make any suggestion to any voter as to how that person 

should vote in any race, or otherwise try in any manner to influence a voter’s choice of 

candidates. 

  7.  Ensuring that all early voting and absentee ballots are inserted into the ballot 

box, or, in the case of machine voting, are inserted into and successfully read by the voting 

machine and preserving those ballots with those cast on election day. 
 

 G. Members of the Election Committee shall be allowed to vote, in the same manner 

as other voters, on election day.  

 
Adopted by Res. No. 2015-78, Dec. 4, 2015; amended by Res. No. 2015-81, Dec. 18, 20-15. 
 

Sec. 5.4 Election Administrator 
 

 A. The chairperson of the Election Committee shall serve as Election Administrator. 
 

 B. The Election Administrator is responsible for: 

  1.  Submitting to the Tribal Council, no less than thirty (30) days prior to the date 

of the election, a proposed budget for the election, for action by the Tribal Council.  The Tribal 

Council shall, in acting on the budget, also set the salary of the Election Administrator. 

  2.  Procuring space and all necessary furniture and equipment needed for voting 

and ballot-counting on election day. 

  3.  Ensuring that there are sufficient blank ballots, and a supply of Ballot 

Envelopes, available at the polling place on election day. 

  4.  Receiving the Official Eligible Voter List and the early voting Ballot 

Envelopes from the Early Voting Monitor, as set forth below in section 5.6, and bringing them to 

the polling place on election day. 

  5.  In the event voting is conducted by machine, arranging for the voting machine 

or machines, obtaining training in operation and trouble-shooting the machines, and properly 

testing the machine or machines prior to the election to assure proper functionality. 

  6.  Training the election judges in the use of voting machines. 

  7.  Overseeing the preparation and mailing out of absentee ballots, as set forth 

below. 

 
Adopted by Res. No. 2015-78, Dec. 4, 2015. 
 

Sec. 5.5 Absentee ballots 

 

 A. Every Pueblo member who resides more than thirty (30) miles from the Tribal 

Office, every Pueblo member who is known to be disabled or house-bound for any reason, and 

thus would be unable to travel to the Tribal Office to vote, and any other member who requests 

an absentee ballot by submitting a written request to OVSE by no later than forty-five (45) days 

prior to the date of the election, shall be entitled to vote by absentee ballot.  



 B. OVSE shall prepare an Absentee Ballot List, containing the names and addresses 

of all persons entitled to vote by absentee ballot as set forth in paragraph (A) of this section, and 

including with each name its number as shown on the Official Eligible Voter List, by no later 

than forty (40) days prior to the date of the election, and shall submit the list to the Governor’s 

office.  The Governor shall promptly provide the list to the members of the Tribal Council, who 

shall make any additions or corrections to the list no less than thirty (30) days prior to the 

election, which additions or corrections shall be forwarded to OSVE. 
 

 C. The Election Administrator, in conjunction with OVSE, shall oversee the mailing 

out of absentee ballots to all persons on the approved Absentee Ballot List.  The mailing shall 

consist of the following: a ballot; an inner envelope marked “Ballot Envelope,” on which shall be 

written the absentee voter’s number as shown on the Official Eligible Voter List; an outer 

envelope (large enough to hold the Ballot Envelope) on which shall be marked in large capital 

letters, “ABSENTEE BALLOT—POSTMASTER PLEASE HOLD UNTIL JANUARY 2, 

_____” (with the year in which the election will occur inserted into the blank), and stamped and 

addressed to the Election Administrator at a post office box held by the Pueblo for such 

purposes; and a page of instructions.  The instructions shall inform the absentee voter that in 

order to vote in the upcoming tribal election, the voter must mark the ballot clearly, showing the 

voter’s choices for each position, fold the ballot and insert it, folded, into the Ballot Envelope 

and seal the envelope, insert the sealed Ballot Envelope into the outer envelope, and place the 

outer envelope in the United States Mail in time for the ballot to be received by no later than 

January 2 of the year in which the election will occur.  The instructions may also state that if for 

any reason the voter cannot get the ballot mailed in time to be received by January 2, the voter 

could have the outer envelope, containing the ballot inside the sealed Ballot Envelope, delivered 

to the Election Administrator by an overnight courier service, at the voter’s cost, giving the street 

address and telephone number to which it should be delivered; or, if the voter resides within 

thirty (30) miles of the Tribal Office, the voter may request, by contacting OVSE or the Election 

Administrator by letter or e-mail, that his or her ballot, sealed in the Ballot Envelope, be picked 

up by an election judge on election day. The instructions shall state clearly and in bold type that 

no ballot that is received after 4 p.m. on January 2 will be counted.  OVSE and the Election 

Administrator shall ensure that all absentee ballot packets are mailed by no later than December 

8 preceding the election. 
 

 D. On election day, four election judges shall be assigned to pick up all absentee 

ballots held at the U.S. Post Office at 10:00 a.m. and at 4:00 p.m., and at such other times as the 

Election Administrator may determine and bring them back to the polling place.  The Election 

Administrator shall also bring in any absentee ballots that the Administrator received by courier.  

Two election judges shall be responsible for opening the absentee ballot envelopes.  As each 

outer envelope is opened, the judges shall check the Official Eligible Voter List, to confirm that 

the voter whose number is on the Ballot Envelope has not voted.  They shall then mark 

“Absentee” in the signature space next to that voter’s name on the list.  The Ballot Envelope 

shall then be handed to a different election judge, who shall open the envelope, and without 

looking at the ballot shall cause the ballot to be properly inserted into the ballot box or, if voting 

is being conducted by machine, into the voting machine.  The Ballot Envelopes shall all be 

preserved.  If it appears that the voter who sent in the absentee ballot in fact voted in person on 

election day, or by Early Voting, as evidenced by the voter’s signature on the Official Eligible 

Voter List, as agreed to by the Election Administrator and two election judges, the absentee 



Ballot Envelope shall not be opened, but shall be marked “Voted in Person,” and shall be set 

aside and preserved, unopened. 
 

 E. Four election judges shall be assigned to deliver to any eligible voter who resides 

within thirty (30) miles of the Tribal Office and who, because of age, illness, disability or other 

good cause, is unable to come to the polling place on election day, and who failed to request an 

absentee ballot prior to the deadline but mailed or e-mailed a request to OVSE or the Election 

Administrator prior to election day that a ballot be delivered to the voter’s residence.  The judges 

shall take with them a photostatic copy of the page from the Official Eligible Voter List on 

which the voter’s name appears and shall have the voter sign next to his or her name.  They shall 

then hand the voter the ballot and a Ballot Envelope, shall allow the voter to mark the ballot in 

private and insert it, folded, into the Ballot Envelope and seal it, and shall return the sealed Ballot 

Envelope and the signed page from the Official Eligible Voter List to the polling place, and the 

Ballot Envelope shall be handled like other absentee ballots, as set forth in paragraph (D) of this 

section.   The same four judges shall also pick up and deliver to the polling place an absentee 

ballot from any eligible voter who resides within thirty (30) miles of the Tribal Office who 

submitted a timely request that his or her ballot be picked up. 

 
Adopted by Res. No. 2015-78, Dec. 4, 2015; amended by Res. No. 2015-81, Dec. 18, 20-15. 
 

Sec. 5.6 Early Voting 
 

 A. By December 10 preceding the election, the Election Committee shall designate a 

responsible eligible voter who is not a candidate for any office to serve as Early Voting Monitor, 

and shall deliver to that person the Official Eligible Voter List, a supply of blank ballots, and a 

supply of Ballot Envelopes.   
 

 B. The Governor’s Office shall announce to the Pueblo community that eligible 

voters can vote early by appearing at the home of the Early Voting Monitor during hours that 

shall be agreed upon with the Early Voting Monitor.  An eligible voter who wishes to vote early 

shall go to the Early Voting Monitor’s residence during the stated hours, shall sign the Official 

Eligible Voter List by the voter’s name on the list, shall mark his or her ballot and insert it, 

folded, into the Ballot Envelope, and seal the envelope.  The voter’s number as it appears on the 

Official Eligible Voter List shall be marked on the outside of the Ballot Envelope, along with the 

word “Early.”    
 

 C. Early Voting shall close at 5:00 p.m. on January 1, the day before election day.  

The chairperson of the Election Committee, an election judge from each party and a tribal police 

officer shall pick up from the Early Voting Monitor the Official Eligible Voter List, the sealed 

Ballot Envelopes and the unused blank ballots and Ballot Envelopes and shall deliver them to the 

polling place by 6:00 a.m. on election day.  At the time that they pick up these materials, the 

chairperson and the Early Voting Monitor shall confirm that there is a sealed Ballot Envelope for 

each voter whose signature appears on the Official Eligible Voter List. 
 

 D. The Election Administrator shall bring the Official Eligible Voter List and the 

sealed Ballot Envelopes with the ballots of voters who voted early to the polling place on 



election day, and those Ballot Envelopes shall be handled in the same manner as are those 

received from absentee voters, as set forth in section 5.5(D), above. 

 
Adopted by Res. No. 2015-78, Dec. 4, 2015; amended by Res. No. 2015-81, Dec. 18, 20-15. 
 

Sec. 5.7 Election Day Voting Procedure - Paper Ballots 

 

 The following procedures apply when an election is being conducted using paper ballots. 

 

 A. The polling place, which shall be at the Tribal Office unless the Tribal Council 

has designated some other location, shall be open for voting from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on 

election day.  Members of the Election Committee shall arrive no later than 6:30 a.m. to make 

sure that the room is properly arranged, ballots, pens and other supplies are in place, and that the 

room is otherwise ready to receive voters. 
 

 B. Sample ballots will be made available to persons waiting to vote, together with 

instructions as to how the ballot should be marked. 
 

 C. An election judge shall verify in the presence of another election judge that the 

ballot box is empty of all ballots or any other materials.  The ballot box shall then be locked and 

shall not be reopened until the counting of the votes. 
 

 D. As each prospective voter enters the polling place, he or she will be directed to a 

table at which two election judges are seated with the Official Eligible Voter List.  The judges 

shall locate the voter’s name on the list, and have the voter sign the list next to the voter’s name.  

A ballot will then be provided to the voter.  When the voter has marked his votes on the ballot, 

the voter will be directed to insert the ballot into the ballot box.  If it appears, by his or her 

signature or the inscription “Absentee” by the person’s name on the Official Eligible Voter List 

that the person has already voted, by absentee ballot or in early voting, the person shall not be 

allowed to vote again. 
 

 E. No election judge shall say anything to any voter or make any gesture suggesting 

how the voter should vote for any position, or otherwise attempting or appearing to attempt to 

influence the voter’s vote, nor shall any judge look at a marked ballot before it is inserted into 

the ballot box. 
 

 F. During the day, the election judges shall open Ballot Envelopes containing 

absentee ballots, ballots cast in early voting, and ballots cast by persons unable to come to the 

polling place, as described in sections 5.5 and 5.6 of this chapter, and insert the ballots into the 

ballot box without looking at the markings on the ballots, in a manner so as not to interfere with 

persons voting in person. 
 

 G. An interpreter shall be provided to any tribal member who requests such aid in 

order to understand the ballot or the manner of marking it.  Interpreters shall be informed by an 

election judge that they are prohibited from saying or doing anything that could be construed as 

attempting to influence the voter’s votes. 
 



 H. The polling place shall close at 7:00 p.m., but every person who is in line to vote 

at that time shall be allowed to vote. 
 

 I. Once the poll is closed and all voters present have voted, the Election Committee 

shall take the ballot box into a designated counting room and shall proceed to count the votes for 

each position.  All members of the Election Committee shall be present during the count.  As 

each ballot is retrieved from the box by a designated election judge, the votes for each position as 

shown on that ballot shall be announced, and the ballot shall be handed to another election judge 

to verify the votes.  The votes for each candidate shall be tallied on a board large enough and 

placed so that each election judge can see it.  Once ballots have been counted, they will be placed 

in a pile and kept secure. 
 

 J. Any intelligible form of mark in the space or box next to a candidate’s name shall 

constitute an acceptable vote for that candidate, but if a ballot contains votes for more than one 

candidate for any office no vote shall be counted for that office.  A ballot that contains any 

writings or markings other than votes for candidates shall be disqualified in its entirety.  In the 

event of any dispute during the counting process as to whether a particular vote or ballot should 

be allowed, the Election Committee shall decide the dispute by majority vote, and the 

chairperson shall write on the ballot the decision of the Committee and the vote. 
 

 K. The candidate with the most votes for an office shall be declared the winner of the 

election for that office, whether or not the candidate has a majority of the votes.  Once all 

acceptable ballots have been counted, the Election Committee members shall confer and reach 

agreement on the winning candidate for each office.  The chairperson shall then post a notice 

announcing the number of votes received by each candidate and the winning candidate for each 

office in a public place at the Tribal Office, which notice shall be signed by each member of the 

Election Committee.  The Committee shall deliver the original of the notice, together with a 

sealed box containing all of the paper ballots, to the Governor’s Office the following day, for 

presentation to the Tribal Council at its first meeting of the year.  Upon approval and acceptance 

of the election results by the Tribal Council, the results shall be considered final, and not subject 

to challenge or review in any forum. 

 
Adopted by Res. No. 2015-78, Dec. 4, 2015. 
 

Sec. 5.8 Election Day Voting Procedure - Voting Machine 

 

 The following procedures shall apply when an election is being conducted using one or 

more voting machines. 
 

 A. The only voting machines that may be used in tribal elections shall be optical 

scanning tabulators, that accept and read paper ballots and are certified for use in elections in the 

State of New Mexico.   
 

 B. The Election Administrator shall obtain all necessary training in the setting-up, 

use and operation of the voting machine or machines to be used in the election, and may contract 

with a certified technician to be present during the election to assist in case of a malfunction in a 

voting machine. 



 

 C. The polling place, which shall be at the Tribal Office unless the Tribal Council 

has designated some other location, shall be open for voting from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on 

election day.  Members of the Election Committee shall arrive no later than 6:30 a.m. to make 

sure that the room is properly arranged, ballots, pens and other supplies are in place, and that the 

room is otherwise ready to receive voters. 
 

 D. Sample ballots will be made available to persons waiting to vote, together with 

instructions as to how the ballot should be marked. 
 

 E. Prior to the opening of the polling place, the Election Administrator shall verify in 

the presence of the other election judges that the voting machine or machines show zero votes 

having been cast. 
 

 F. As each prospective voter enters the polling place, he or she will be directed to a 

table at which two election judges are seated with the Official Eligible Voter List.  The judges 

shall locate the voter’s name on the list, and have the voter sign the list next to the voter’s name.  

A ballot will then be provided to the voter.  When the voter has marked his votes on the ballot, 

the voter will be directed to hand the ballot to an election judge, who will, without looking at the 

ballot, insert the ballot into the voting machine in the proper manner.  Two election judges shall 

confirm that the ballot was read by the machine, and the ballot will then be folded and placed in 

a locked ballot box.  If it appears, by his or her signature or the inscription “Absentee” by the 

person’s name on the Official Eligible Voter List that the person has already voted, by absentee 

ballot or in early voting, the person shall not be allowed to vote again. 
 

 G. If a ballot is rejected by the voting machine, because a voter has voted for more 

than one candidate for any office, or has made improper markings on the ballot, the rejected 

ballot will be destroyed, and the voter will be given a new ballot, with instructions as to how to 

complete the ballot properly, in the presence of at least two election judges, and will be allowed 

to mark the new ballot.  If the second ballot is rejected due to improper markings, however, the 

voter will not be given a third chance to vote properly. 
 

 H. No election judge shall say anything to any voter or make any gesture suggesting 

how the voter should vote for any position, or otherwise attempting or appearing to attempt to 

influence the voter’s vote, nor shall any judge look at a marked ballot before it is inserted into 

the ballot box. 
 

 I. During the day, the election judges shall open Ballot Envelopes containing 

absentee ballots, ballots cast in early voting, and ballots cast by persons unable to come to the 

polling place, as described in sections 5.5 and 5.6 of this chapter, and insert the ballots into the 

voting machine without looking at the markings on the ballots, in a manner so as not to interfere 

with persons voting in person. 
 

 J. An interpreter shall be provided to any tribal member who requests such aid in 

order to understand the ballot or the manner of marking it.  Interpreters shall be informed by an 

election judge that they are prohibited from saying or doing anything that could be construed as 

attempting to influence the voter’s votes. 



 K. The polling place shall close at 7:00 p.m., but every person who is in line to vote 

at that time shall be allowed to vote. 
 

 L. Once the poll is closed and all voters present have voted, the Election Committee 

shall cause the voting machine to print out the results of the election.  If more than one machine 

has been used, the chairperson shall total the votes for each candidate as shown by the print-out 

from each machine, which totals shall be checked by the other members of the Election 

Committee.  The total votes for each candidate shall be written on a board large enough and 

placed so that each election judge can see it.   
 

 M. The candidate who receives the most votes for an office shall be declared the 

winner for that office.  Once the votes have been tallied, the Election Committee members shall 

confer and reach agreement on the winning candidate for each office.  The Election Committee 

shall then post, on the board on which the vote totals have been placed under paragraph (L) of 

this Section, the total votes for each candidate, and the winner of each office, and shall otherwise 

publicly announce the winners of the election for each office.  The Committee shall deliver a 

notice showing the total votes for each candidate and the winner of each office, signed by the 

chairperson, together with a sealed box containing all of the paper ballots, to the Governor’s 

office on the following day.  Upon their approval and acceptance by the Election Committee, the 

results shall be considered final, and not subject to challenge or review in any forum. 

 
Adopted by Res. No. 2015-78, Dec. 4, 2015; amended by Res. No. 2015-81, Dec. 18, 20-15. 
 

Sec. 5.9 Tie Votes 

 

 A. In the event of a tie vote for any office, the election for that office shall be decided 

in the following manner set forth in this section.    
 

 B. From the pile of counted ballots, the eight election judges shall select one marked 

ballot on which a vote was cast for each of the candidates who have tied. 
 

 C. The chairperson shall leave the room. 
 

 D. The selected marked ballots shall be folded and shuffled in the presence of the 

remaining seven election judges.   
 

 E. The shuffled folded marked ballots shall be placed in the empty ballot box, or, if 

voting machines were used, in any available empty box, in the presence of the remaining seven 

election judges.  The box shall be only partially opened to prevent the chairperson from looking 

into the box. 
 

 F. The chairperson shall be asked to return to the room and to choose a ballot from 

within the box. 
 
 



 G. The candidate for whom a vote is shown on the ballot selected by the chairperson shall be 

the winning candidate for that office, and the notice of the winning candidates shall indicate that the votes 

were tied, but that the winner was selected in accordance with the procedures set forth in this section. 
 
Adopted by Res. No. 2015-78, Dec. 4, 2015. 
 

 

CHAPTER 6 - TRIBAL RECORDS 

[Reserved] 

 

CHAPTER 7 - TRIBAL FINANCES 

[Reserved] 

 

CHAPTER 8 - TRIBAL PROCUREMENT 

[Reserved] 

 

CHAPTER 9 - ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 

 

Sec. 9.1 [Repealed by No. 07-39A, Nov. 30, 2007.] 

 

Sec. 9.2 Responsibility   

 

  The Pueblo of Santa Clara Council shall be responsible for the enforcement of 

tribal civil ordinances relating to the safe and orderly habitation, protection and development of 

the Reservation such as, but not limited to, ordinances regulating zoning, building, and 

sanitation.  The Council may appoint and delegate authority to a special agency or commission to 

carry out this responsibility by appropriate ordinance which shall specify the duties of such 

agency or commission. 

 
Formerly Sec.43.2, Santa Clara Law and Order Code 1985. 
 

Sec. 9.3 Governor to be Ex-Officio Member of All Commissions  

   The Governor shall be ex-officio member of all commissions created under the 

Authority of this Code if not otherwise appointed to such commissions. 

 
Formerly Sec. 43.3, Santa Clara Law and Order Code 1985. 
 

Sec. 9.4  Reimbursement or Indemnification of Certain Pueblo Officials   

 

  Any Pueblo official who, by any court of competent jurisdiction, is found to be 

personally liable for any acts or omissions performed in his capacity as a Pueblo official, shall be 

indemnified or reimbursed by the Pueblo of Santa Clara under the following conditions:  

 

 A. If final judgment has been rendered against the Pueblo official and money- 

damages are due and payable to the adverse party in the lawsuit and the final judgment is not 

subject to appeal, and  

 



 B. If the Pueblo official acted in good faith and was performing official duties and 

obligations at the time the claim against the official arose, and the official was not in violation of 

Title VI, Criminal Offenses, of this Code, and,  

 

 C. If the Pueblo official was a member of the Council, Governor or other executive 

officer, member of the Pueblo of Santa Clara Judiciary or any officer thereof, excluding judges 

who are immune from suit, and Law Enforcement Officer, including Livestock Inspector, Game 

Warden or any other officer having authority to make arrest under the provisions of this Code.  

 
Formerly Sec. 43.4, Santa Clara Law and Order Code 1985. 
 

Sec. 9.5 Complaint   

 

  The Council or designated commission or agents thereof including Law 

Enforcement Officers, may issue complaints in the Tribal Court for violation of Pueblo 

ordinances or rules and regulations of Pueblo agencies or commissions or any orders issued 

thereunder and serve the summons in accordance with the Civil Procedures of this Code. The 

complaint may be directed personally against the violator or owner of property which is in 

violation or against the offending property itself.  

 
Formerly Sec. 43.5, Santa Clara Law and Order Code 1985. 
 

Sec. 9.6  Remedies   

 

  After a hearing following the Civil Procedures of this Code and upon a finding by 

the Commission or Court that a person or property is in violation of such ordinances, or Rules 

and Regulations, the Commission or Court may issue one or more orders as follows:  

 

  A.  An order directing the violator or owner of property in violation to pay any such civil 

damages, penalty assessment or monetary sanctions as may be authorized by the ordinances.  

 

  B.  An order directing the violator to cease and desist from further violations.  

 

  C.  An order directing the owner of property in violation to remove or modify the 

property so as to eliminate the violation.  

 

  D.  In event of failure to a violator or owner to adhere to an order issued as in Subsection 

(1), (2), and (3) above, the Court may detain or impound any property of the violator under the 

procedures of this Code or may order the violator or owner to leave the Pueblo of Santa Clara 

and not return, until the order is complied with in accordance with the Exclusion Procedures of 

this Code, Provided, said violator is not otherwise entitled to reside on the Pueblo of Santa Clara. 

 
Formerly Sec. 43.6, Santa Clara Law and Order Code 1985. 
 

 

Sec. 9.7 Appeal from Orders of Pueblo Agencies or Commissions   

 



  The Santa Clara Tribal Court will accept the filing of an appeal from any final 

order of an agency or Commission of the Pueblo, or the Tribal Council will accept an appeal 

from the Court, within ten (10) days after the issuance of such order and the payment of a filing 

fee pursuant to a schedule established by the Court.  

 
Formerly Sec. 43.7, Santa Clara Law and Order Code 1985. 
 

Sec. 9.8  Appointment of Adjudication Officer   

 

  The Tribal Council may appoint an Adjudication Officer to carry out the 

enforcement responsibilities of the various Tribal agencies or commissions appointed by the 

Tribal Council or may delegate such authority to the Judge of the Tribal Court.   

 
Formerly Sec. 43.8, Santa Clara Law and Order Code 1985. 

 

CHAPTER 10 - TRIBAL EMPLOYMENT  

[Reserved] 
 


